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HOUSE BI LL 2213
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State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Chandl er, Van De Wge, and Johnson

Prefiled 12/20/11. Read first time 01/09/12. Referred to Committee
on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to nodifying certain definitions for the purpose of
firefighting services for unprotected |ands; and anmending RCW
52.12. 160.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW52.12.160 and 2011 ¢ 200 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The definitions in this section apply throughout this section
and RCW4. 24.780 unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Fire protection service agency" or "agency" neans any | ocal,
state, or federal governnental entity responsible for the provision of
firefighting services, including fire protection districts, regiona
fire protection service authorities, cities, tows, port districts, the
departnment of natural resources, and federal reservations.

(b) "Fire protection jurisdiction™ nmeans an area or property
| ocated within a fire protection district, a regional fire protection
service authority, a city, atown, a port district, |ands protected by
the departnent of natural resources under chapter 76.04 RCW or on
federal | ands.
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(c) "Firefighting services" neans the provision of fire prevention
services, fire suppression services, energency nedical services, and
other services related to the protection of |life and property.

(d) "Inproved property" neans property upon which a structure is
| ocated, (( . } ’ i Hy
Lo —growng—and—harvesting—t-wber——or —and —devoted —primar-y—to—the
produeti-on—el—Hvestock —or —agrteubtural —compdi-tes —for —comrercial
purpeses)) including bridges and agricultural structures as defined in
RCW 19. 27. 015.

(e) "Property" nmeans | and, structures, or |l and and structures.

(f) "Uninproved property” has the same neaning as "uninproved
[ ands" in RCW76. 04. 005.

(g) "Unprotected | and” neans inproved property |located outside a
fire protection jurisdiction.

(2)(a) In order to facilitate the provision of firefighting
services to unprotected | ands, property owners of unprotected | ands are
encouraged, to the extent practicable, to formor annex into a fire
protection jurisdiction or to enter into a witten contractual
agreement with a fire protection service agency or agencies for the
provision of firefighting services. Any witten contractual agreenent
between a property owner and a fire protection service agency nust
include, at mninum a risk assessnent of the property as well as a
capabilities assessnent for the district.

(b) Property owners of unprotected | and who choose not to form or
annex into a fire protection jurisdiction or to enter into a witten
contractual agreenment with a fire protecti on agency or agencies for the
provision of firefighting services, do so wllingly and with full
know edge that a fire protection service agency is not obligated to
provide firefighting services to unprotected | and.

(3) In the absence of a witten contractual agreenent, a fire
protection service agency may initiate firefighting services on
unprotected land outside its fire protection jurisdiction in the
follow ng instances: (a) Service was specifically requested by a
| andowner or other fire service protection agency; (b) service could
reasonably be believed to prevent the spread of a fire onto |ands
protected by the agency; or (c) service could reasonably be believed to
substantially mtigate the risk of harm to life or property by
preventing the spread of a fire onto other unprotected | ands.
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(4)(a) The property owner or owners shall reinburse an agency
initiating firefighting services on unprotected |and outside its fire
protection jurisdiction for actual costs that are incurred that are
proportionate to the fire itself. Cost recovery is based upon the
Washi ngton fire chiefs standardi zed fire service fee schedul e.

(b) If a property owner fails to pay or defaults in paynment to an
agency for services rendered, the agency is entitled to pursue paynent
t hrough the collections process outlined in RCW19.16.500 or through
initiation of court action.

Passed by the House January 30, 2012.

Passed by the Senate February 27, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 7, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 7, 2012.
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